Joee 2~ & JoINT RESOLUTION . f*

,’amendment to Artlcle III, Sectlon 24, of the Texas

: to establish a commission to set rules of ethic

'tor legislators and state officers and employees of the legislatu
o prescribe- compensatlon for legislators, the Lieutenant

"Governor, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

| J!}ng*dﬁq IT RESOLVED‘B! THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS-
Sechi o 8

That Article III, Section 24, of the Texas
on, be amended to read as follows.‘
A"Fertion 24, (1) The Texas Commission on Legislative Ethics,
4 Aflards and Compensatlon is created as an agency of the state.
'The commission-consists of nine members. Three members shall be
appointed by the Chlef Justice of the Supreme Court of Texas with
the advice and: consent of .the Associate Justices serving on the Court,
three members: shall be appointed by the Presiding’ Judge of the Court
of Criminal Appeals of Texas with the advice and consent of the other
Judges serving on the Court, and three members shall be appointed

by the Chairmap’' of the State Judicial Qualifications Commission with
the advice and consent of the other members of the Commission.

"(2) With »exception of the initial appointees, each member

- shall hold Offll. for a term of six (6) years and until his successor
is appointed and has qualified. In making the initial appointments,
each appointing officer shall designate one (1) appointee to serve

a term,eﬂvtwo (:2).. . years, one (1) -appointeentorserve a term of:four
(4) years, and, pev(l) appointee to serve a“term of six (6) years.
Interim’ vacanc;es-shall be filled in the same manner as vacancies due
to explratlon of a full term, but only for the unexpired portion of
the term in questlon.

"(3) The members of the commission shall be reimbursed for

.ﬁfactual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their J
\ﬁa duties. '
BJb' , ompissi . set the compensation, per diem, &Mif
! ) bRT'S and@”may set the salary of
{ *ves and the Lieutenant ¢
b set for other members

contrary of Article IV,
‘Sectifn 17, of the Te; :

BasF> "(5)"
Jﬁ“"yw* provide
of me
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as Constitutién.

he commission shall promulgate rulgs of ethics d

es for full iig;xéial disclosure’#ﬁﬁgovern th§/6ﬁ§duct
ers of the legis ure and state offficers and empYoyees of
egislature. ‘ : '

"(4) The commission may hold its meetings, hearings and other
proceedings at such times and places as it shall determine but shall
meet at Austin at least once each year to review existing rules of
ethics, compensation rates, mileage and peradlem rates, and to make
any changes dee d‘necessary

"(®) Every rule of ‘ethics, compensatlon rate, mileage or per
diem rate, or change therein promulgated by the commission shall be
proclaimed before the convening of each regular session of the
legislature and a certified copy of the proclamation shall be filed
with the secretary of state. Every rule of ethics or change thereof
shall take effect-on the 31lst day of the regular session following

the proclamation unless disapproved before that day, by resolution
of both houses.

"{ The coumiseion shall-~jnvespifate any all vielatésom of
any;:gl;§>qfhethié : omulgated\§¥x£fngg;?3port ¥ts findings to the -
ipprepriate state” agency, offici or legislapive body. —
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"(# Until otherwise provided by the commission, each member
of the legislature shall receive from the public treasury an annual
salary of $4,8080 per year and per diem not exceedlng $12 per day for
the first 120 days only of each reqular session and for 30 days of
each special session of the legislature. No regular session shall
be of longer duration than 140 days. In addition to the per diem,
the members of each house shall be entitled to mileage in going to
and returning from the seat of government, which mileage shall not
exceed $2.50 ﬁpr* ery 25 miles, the distance to be computed by the
neaxest and mo: irect route of travel, from a table of distances
prepared by the ;omptroller to each county seat now or hereafter
established; no: member ‘to be entitled to m;leage for any extra session
that may be called within one day after the adjournment of the
regular or called-se551on."

Sectien. 2. Ihe foregoing constitutional amendment shall be
submltted tg a. vete -of the qual','ed ele tems of this state at an

Ethlcs, Stan@ag‘_
for members p s

House of“Reﬁxeéehh_feves, and the Lleutenant:Governor."




S.J.R, No. 15 By: Kennard,
Brooks, et, al.

RESOLUTION ANALYSIS

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

PURPOSE OF THE RESOLUTION:

Proposes a constitutional amendment to establish a commission to
set rules of ethics for legislators and state officers and employers of the
legislature and to prescribe compensation for legislators, the Lieutenant
Governor, and the Speaker.

SECTION BY SECTION SUMMARY:

Amends Article III, Section 24, Constitution, to read:

"Section 24

(1) Creates Texas Commission on Legislative Ethics
as an agency of the state. Commission tn have
9 members; three to be appointed by the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court with the advice and
consent of the Associate Justices Serving on the
€ourt; three to be appointed by the Presiding
Judge of the Court of Criminal Appeals with
advice and consent of other judges of the court;
three to be appointed by the Chairman of the State
Judiciel Qualifications Commission with the advice
and consent of other members of the commission.

"(2) Members to hold staggered 6 year terms.

"(3) Members to be reimbursed for expenses.

"(4) Commission to set compensation, per diem, and
mileage of legislators and may set the salaries
of the Speaker and the Lieutenant Governor at an
amount higher than that set for other legislators
notwithstanding the contrary provisions of Article IV,
Section 17, Constitution.

"(5) Commission to set rules of ethics and provide rules
of full financial disclosure to govern the conduct
of legislators, state officiers, and employees of
the legislature,

"(6) Commission may hold meetings, hearings, and prcceed-
ings at times and places of its determination, but
it shall meet in Austin at least once a year to
review rules, compensation rates, mileage, and per
diem rates.

"(7) All rules and rates shall be proclaimed before each
regular session of the legislature convenes, and a
certified copy shall be filed with the Secretary of
State. Every rule shall take effect on the 31st
day of the regular session following the proclamation
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unless disapproved by resolution of both houses.

"(8) Commission to investigate alleged violations of
rules of ethics and to report findinge to the
appropriate state agency, official, or legisla-
tive body,.

"(9) Until otherwise provided by the commission, com-
pensation, per diem, and mileage rates shall re-
main as they are.

Section 2: Amendment to be submitted to the electorate at an
election to be held on the first Tuesday after the expiration of 100 days
from the date on which the resolution is filed with the Secretary of
State; provides for wording of ballot.




Austin, Texas
January 28 , 19 71

Hon, Ben Barnea
President of the Senate

Sir:
We, your Committee on Constitutional Amendments

to which was referred S.J.R. X No. 15 , have had the same

under consideration, and I am instructed to report it back to

the Senate with the recommendation that 1t do _ '
pass_______ : ' and be | printed.

wry/e

CAS




Amend@ment No. 1

Amend Section 1 of S. J. R. No. 15 by deleting paragraph (5) of
the quoted Sectior 24 and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

"(5) The commission shall promulgate rules of ethics to govern
the conduct of members of the legislature, elected and appointed
state officials, and employees of the legislature; and shall further
promulgate rules providing that each member of the legislature and
all elected and appointed officials shall file with the Secretary
of State a statement under oath reflecting the complete financial
condition of each of such persons within thirty (30) days after
their election or appointment, and that every candidate seeking
election to any state office shall file with the Secretary of
State a statement under oath reflecting the complete financial
condition of each of such persons within ten (10) days after the
filing deadline for the election in which the person is a
candidate."

FEB 4 1971 ¢

&

SECRETARY OF SENATE
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Amendment No. ﬁzi"‘

Amend Section 1 of S. J. R. No. 15 by deleting paragraph (8) of
the quoted Section 24 and substituting in lieu thereof the
following:

"(8) The commission is empowered to investigate any alleged
violation of rules promulgated by it, and report the result of
such investigation to the appr0pr1ate legislative body, the
Governor of Texas, and the Attorney General of Texas, and shall
file a copy thereof with the Secretary of State."

By i

SECRETARY OF SENATE <




AMENDMENT NO. 3 BY 674—-/6\.

Amend Section 1 of Senate Joint Resolution Number 15 by
adding new paragraphs (6) -and (7) in the quoted Section 24 and
by renumbering the subsequent paragraphs accordingly. The new
paragraphs are to read as follows:

"(6) The commission shall recommend expense limits for
members of the legislature and their legislative offices and
employees. The legislature shall not exceed the recommendations
of the commission.

"(7) Any cenflicting laws which exist at the time of the
adoption of this constitutional amendment and provide for a
code of ethics  for members of the legislature, elected or appointed
state officials, or employees of the legislature shall be
superseded by the rules promulgated by this commission."

" ADOPTED

FEB 4 19717
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By: Kennard . S5. J. R. No. 15

Brooks , et al

A JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing an amendment to Art'ci?/;;I, Section 24, of the

Texas Constitution, to establi a commission to set rules of

/
ethics and rules for filing o inancial statements for

legislators and State officaxs d employees of the Legislature
and to prescribe compensati@n for \legislators, the
Lieutenant Governor, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE QF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1. That Article III, Section 24, of the

Texas Constitution, be amended to read as follows:

“Section 24. (1) The Texas Commission on Legislative Ethics,

Standards and Compensation isfcreated as an agency of the State.
The Commission consists of ?1ne members. Three members shall be
appointed by the Chief Juatlce of the Supreme Court of Texas with
the advice and consent gﬁlthe Associate Justices serving on the
Court, three members shéll be appointed by the Presiding Judge of
the Court of Crimina%/Appeals of Texas with the advice and consent
of the other JudgeS/%erving on the Court, and three members shall
be appointed by th?lchairman of the State Judicial

Qualifications Cﬁﬁmission with the advice and consent of the other

members of the ?bmmission.
"(2) Wityfthe exception of the initial appointées, each
member shall ’bld office for a term of six (6) years and until his
successor is fappointed and has qualified. 1In making the initial
appointments} each appointing officer shall designate one (1)
appointee to| serve a term of two (2) years, one (1) appointee to

serve a termjof four (4) years, and one (1) appointee to serve a
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term of six (6) years. Interim vacancies shall be filled in the

same manner as vacancies due to expiration of a full term, but

only for the unexpired portion of the term in question.
"(3) The members of the commission shall be reimbursed for
actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their

duties.

"(4) The commission shall promulgate rules of ethics to
govern the conduct of members of the Legislature, elected and
appointed State officials, and employees of the Legislature; and
shall further promulgate rules providing that each member of the
llegislature and all elected and appointed officials shall file
with the Secretary of State a statement under oath reflecting the
complete financial condition of each of such persons within
thirty (30) days after their election or appointment, and that
every candidate seeking election to any State office shall file
with the Secretary of State a statement under oath reflecting
the complete financial condition of each of such persons within
ten (10) days after the filing deadline for the election in which

the person is a candidate._

"(5) The commission shall recommend expense limits for
members of the Legislature and their legislative offices and
employees. The Legislature shall not exceed the recommendations

of the commission.

“(6) Any conflicting laws which exist at the time of the
adoption of this constitutional amendment and provide for a code
of ethics for members of the Legislature, elected or appointed
State officials, or employees of the Legislature shall be

superseded by the rules promulgated by this commission.
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"(7) The commission may hold its meetings, hearings and other
proceedings at such times and places as it shall determine but shall
meet at Austin at least once each year to review existing rules of

ethics, compensation rates, mileage and'per diem rates, and to make

any changes deemed necessary.
"(8) Every rule of ethics, compensation rate, mileage or per
diem rate, or change therein promulgated by the commission shall be
proclaimed before the convening of each Regular Session of the
Legislature and a certified copy of the proclamation shall be filed
with the Secretary of State. Every rule of ethics or change
‘thereof shall take-effect on the 31st day of the Regular Session
following the proclamation unless disapproved before that day, by

resolution of both Houses.

"(9) The commission-ié empowered to investigate any alleged
viclation of rulgs promulgated by it, and report the result of
such investigation to the appropriate legislative body, the
Governor of Texas, and the Attorney General of Texas, and shall

file a copy thereof with the Secretary of State.

f(10) Until otherwise provided by the commission, each
member of the Legiglature shall receive from the public treasury
an annual salary of $4,800 per year and per diem not exceeding
§l2 per day for the first 120 days only of each Regular Session
and for 30 days of each Special Session of the Legislature. WNo
Regular'Session shall be of longer duration than 140 days. In
addition to the per diem, the mémbers of each House shall be |
entitled to mileage in going to aﬁd returning from the seat of

government, which mileage shall not exceed $2.50 for every 25

miles, the distance to be computed by the nearest and most direct___|




S. J. R. No. 15

route of travel, from a table of distances prepared by the

Comptroller to each county seat now or hereafter established; no
member to be entitled to mileage for any extra session that may be
called within one day after the adjournment of the Regular or

Called Session."

Sec. 2. The foregoing constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to a vote of the qualified electors of this State at an
election to be held on May 18, 1971, at which election the ballots
shall be printed to provide for voting for or against the
proposition; "The constitutional amendment to create the
Texas Commission 05 Legislative Ethics, Standards and Compensation
| empowered to set rules of ethics for members of the Legislature and
State officers and employees of the Legislature, to investigate
violations thereof, and to set compensation for members of the
Legislafure, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

Lieutenant Governor."




ForMm C

{For a favorable report on a bill where a “committee substitute” was recommended by the committee.)
HON. G. F. (GUS) MUTSCHER

' COMMITTEE REPORT
Date\j;h‘(_ﬂ?.?,//f7/,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Sir: ' —
We, your Committee on &M@Mﬂ/ VRL N LD .é - ..., to whom was

referred gf_ No. / 9/ . . 2w «...,have had the same under consideration

and beg to report back with recommendation that it do pass, and be not printed.

Committee Substitute was recommended and is.to be printedip lieu of the original bill.

(A “committee substitute” in the case of a bill is in the fo two suggested amendments, a new y and a new
caption. Under the Rules a committee may authorize the printipg/of the “committee substitute” in licu of the original bill.
If the ariginal caption is adequate, the “committee substitute” should be only 2 new body; and in such case the original caption
should be printed along with the suggested new body.)




S.J.R. 5 : By: ﬁghﬁard

\__71“ -\/
Committee on Constituticonal Amendments

BILL ANALYSIS

Background information:
' A non-partisan, appointive member commission has

long been considered the optimum institution to effectuate a strong
internal ethics policy. ‘

Purpose of the Resolutlon:

Establishes a State Commlisfion of Ethics to
promulgate rules of ethims and set salaries of elected and appolnted
officials of the State of Texas#

Section by Section Analysis:

Section}l: Amends Article III, Section 24, of the Texas Constitution
0 read as follows:

-~
o — "Section 24, (1) Creates the State Ethics Commission
and speqi;im:%%n,?ﬂ;ﬁaﬁm 1ts membership.
. 2) rov.

members.

53} Provides for reimbersement for actual expenses.

4) Provides that the commission shall set the salary
and per diem of the bers of the legislature, with the
authorigﬁﬁgfﬂfﬁEkgﬁégEer and Lt. Governor at a higher
levél thap other members.

(5) * Autberizes the commission to promulgate rules of ethics:

to govern the conduct of all officeholders appolntive
or gdective of any office, department, district, agency,
commission, beard, or any governmental unit or Rranch
estableshed by the Constitution or laws of this State;
further requires all elective officeholders or can-
didates to file a statement of finariclal condition
with the secretary of state. .

(6) Requires the commission to meet once each year
in Austin.
(7) requires rules promulgated by the commission
to be filed with the secretary ofstate; andmthat all changes
shall take efféct on the 31st day of the regular session
unless disapproved by elther house.

Authorizes the commission to investigate and
report alleged violations of the rules of ethics promulgated
by the commission.

(9) Retains existing compensatlon and pws diem
rates until changed by the commission in the appropriate

manner.
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Amendment No. 1 to S.J.R. No.'ls

Amend Commbtrec=tmendnent=liowsimipe S.J.R. No. 15 by striking

all below the resolving clause and substituting in lieu thereof
the following:

Section 1. That Article III, Section 24 of the Texas Constitu-
tion, be amended to read as follows: ‘

"Section 24, (1) The State Ethics Commission is created as an

- agency of the state. The commission consists of nine members. Three
members shall be appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
of Texas with the advice and consent of the Associate Justices serving-
.on the Court, three members shall be appointed by the Presiding Judgé of
~ the Court of Criminal Appeals of Texas with the advice and consent of
the other Judges serving on the Court, and three members shall be ap-
pointed by the Chairman of the Stat® Judicial Qualifications Commission
with the advice and consent of the other members of the Commission, of
each group of three appointees no more than two shall be attorneys en-
gaged in the actiwe practice of law. In addition thereto there shall
b2 two ex officio members, one from.the House of Representatives and
one from the Senatgigiected on the first day of each regular session
of the Legislature by a majority of the membership of each house for
a term ending on the first day of the next regular session.

"{2) With the exception of the initial appointees, each member
shall hold office for a term of six (6) vears and until his successor
is appointed and has qualified. In making the initial appointments,
each appointing officer shall designate one (1) appointee to serve a
term of two (2) years, one (1) appointee to serve a term of four (4)
years, and one (1) appointee to serve a term of six (6) years. Interim
vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as vacancies due to ex-

- piration of a full term, but only for the unexpired portion of the

. . . : [ 34
term in question. OINT 'R WA IP UG SvE, e mombmi v Seie

"(3} The members of the commission shall be reimbursed for actual
and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

"(4) The commission shall recommend the compensation, per diem,
and mileage allowance of members of the Legislature, and may recommend
the salary of the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the
Lieutenant Governor at an amount higher than that of other members
notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary of Article IV, Section
17, of the Texas Constitution. -

"(5) The commission shall promulgate rules of ethics to govern
the conduct of all legislators, legislative officers and all office-
holders, appointive or elective, of any office, department, district
agency, commission, board or any governmental unit or branch established
by or under the authority of the Constitution and laws of the state of
Texas and all persons who shall use any privilege of the floor in either
house of the legislature. The Texas State Ethics Commission shall
further promulgate rules providing that each member of the legislature
and each of the hereinabove named officeholders upon election and any
appointee to any of these offices shall file with the State Ethics
Commission a statement under oath setting out a complete financial
statement in detail within 10 days after being elected or receiving an
appointment. This information sha % e privileged information to the
State Ethics Commission to be usedi ;ythem to determine if there exists
a conflict of interests or if there is or has been a violation of any
of the rules of ethics promulgated by the Texas State Ethics Commission
or any laws of the State of Texas. Yhe Lo’,j/‘/gpp sbhet/ Mac/)

Slohteg ,gj.a./m'j oty usanthir)ed Msfﬁuare ® e
pusuge 0O Sﬁ!l/ 'PIOU"/'S’( I'J#’ﬂ‘ 7Oy .
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“(6) The Commission may hold its meetings, hearing and other
proceedings at such times and places as it shall determine but shall
meet in Austin at least once each year to review existing rules of
ethicgﬁr SﬂﬁEﬁsation rates, mileage allowances and per diem rates, and
to make any changes deemed necessary.

"(7} All rules of ethics, compensation rates, mileage allowances
or per diem rates currently in force, as well as all changes and recom-
mendations by the State Ethics Commission shall be promulgated before
the convening of any session of the legislature by filing a certified
copy of the proclamation with the Secretary of State.

{a) Each rule of ethics or change thereof made by the
commission shall take effect on the 15th day of the
legislative session following the proclamation unless
disapproved before that day by resolution of either
house of the legislature.

(b) All rates of compensation, mileage allowances or per
diem rates and all changes and recommendations made
by the commission thereof shall not take effect until
approved section by section by resolution of both
~houses of the legislature. )

All votes on these resolutions or parts thereof shall show the in-
dividual votes in the respective journals of both houses.

"(8) The commission shall investigag'any alleged violation of
any rule of ethics promulgated by it and report its findings to the
appropriate state agency, official, legislative body, grand jury or
district attorney. .

"(9) Until otherwise provided by the commission, each member of
the legislature shall receive from the public treasury an annual salary
of $4,800 per year and per diem not exceeding twelve ($12) per day for
the first 120 days only.-of each Regular Session and for thirty days of
each Special Session of the legislature. No Regular Session shall be
of longer duration than 140 days. 1In addition to the per diem, the
members of each house shall be entitled to mileage in going to and
returning from the seat of government, which mileage shall not exceed
two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) for every twenty-five (25) miles,
the distance to be computed by the nearest and most direct route of
travel, from a table of distances prepared by the Comptroller to each
county seat now or hereafter established; no Member to be entitled to
mileage for any extra Session that may be called within one day after
adjournment of the Regular or Called session.”

"(10) The commission is further authorized to recommend to each
Legislature changes which will update, improve, and effect economy in
_the legislative process.

Section 2. The foregoing constitutional amendment shall be submitted
to a vote of the qualified electors of this state at an election to be
held on the 18th day of May, 1971, at which election the ballots shall be
printed to provide for voting for or against the proposition: *The con-
stitutional amendment to create a State Ethics Commission empowered to
set rules of ethics for members of the Legislature, State Officers and
Legislative Officers, to investigate violations thereof, and to recommend
compensation for members of the Legislature and the Lieutenant Governor
and recommend improvements and economy in the legislative process."

FEB 5 1971

HIEF GLERK
HOYRE OF REPREBENTATIVES




Amendment No., 2

Amend S.J.R. No. 15, House 2nd Printing, by striking
all above the Resolving Clause and substituting in

lieu thereof the following: ;is

"PROPOSING an amendment to Article III, Section 24,
of the Texas Constitution, to establish a commission
to set rules of ethics and rules for filing of
flnancial statements for legislators and State
officers and officers of the Legislature and to
prescribe compensation for legislators, the
Lieutenant Governor, and the Speaker of the House

of Representatives, and to recommend improvements
and economy in the Legislative process."

: HIEF CLENK
HOUBE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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5. J. R. No. 15
A JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing an amendment to Article III, Section 24, of the
Texas Constitution, to establish a commission to set rules of
ethics and rules for filing of financial statements for legislators
and State officers and officers of the Legislature and to prescribe
compensation for legislators, the Lieutenant Governor, and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and to recommend
improvements and economy in the Legislative process.

BE IT RESOLVED _BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1. That Article III, Section 24, of the
Texas Constitution, be amended to read as follows:

"Section 24. (1) The State Ethics Commission is created as
an agency of the State. The commission consists of nine members.
Three members shall be appointed by the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Texas with the advice and consent of the
Associate Justices serving on the Court, three members shall be
appointed by the Presiding Judge of the Court of Criminal Appeals
of Texas with the advice and consent of the other Judges serving on
the Court, and three members shall be appointed by the Chairman of
the State Judicial Qualifications Commission with the advice and
consent of the other members of the commission, of each group of
three appointees no more than two shall be attorneys engaged in the
active practice of law., In addition thereto there shall be two
ex officio members, one from the House of Representatives and one
from the Senate to be elected on the first day of each
Regular Session of the Legislature by a majority of the membership
of each House for a term ending on the first day of the next

Pegular Session.
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"(2) Wwith the exception of the initial appointees, each member
shall hold office for a term of six (6) years and until his
successor is appointed and has qualified. 1In making the initial
appointments, each appointing officer shall designate one (1)
appointee to serve a term of two (2) years, one (1) appointee to
serve a term of four (4) years, and one (1) appointee to serve a
term of six (6) years. Interim vacancies shall be filled in the
Same manner as vacancies due to expiration of a full term, but only
for the unexpired portion of the term in question. The membexrship
shall designate one of its members to serve as chairman for a period
of two (2) years.
"(3) The members of the commission shall be reimbursed for
actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their
duties.
"(4) The commission shall recommend the compensation,
per diem, and mileage allowance of members of the Legislature, and
may recommend the salary of the Specker of the House of
Representatives and the Lieutenant Governor at an amount higher
than that of other members notwithstanding any provisions to the
|contrary of Article 1V, Section 17, of the Texas Constitution.
"(5) The commission shall promulgate rules of ethics to
govern the conduct of all legislators, legislative officers and all
officeholders, appointive or elective, of any office, department,
district agency, commission, board or any governmental unit or
ibranch established by or ﬁnder the authority of the constitution
and laws of the State of Texas and all persons who shall use any
privilege of the floor in eifher House of the Legislature. The

Texas State Ethics Commission shall further promulgate rules
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providing that each member of the Legislature and each of the
hereinabove named officeholders upon election and any appointee to
any of these offices shall file with the State Ethics Commission a
statement under oath setting out a complete financial statement in
detail within 10 days after being elected or receiving an
appointment. This information shall be privileged information to
the State Ethics Commission to be used only by them to determine
if there exists a conflict of interests or if there is or has been
a violation of any of the rules of ethics promulgated by the

Texas State Ethics Commission or any laws of the State of Texas.
The Legislature shall enact statutes dealing with unauthorized
disclosure or misuse of said privileged information.

"(6) The commission may hold its meetings, hearings and other
proceedings at such times and places as it shall determine but shall
meet in Austin at least once each year to review existing rules of
ethics, Legislative compensation rates, mileage allowances and
per diem rates, and to make any changss deemed necessary.

"(7) All rxules of ethics, compensation rates, mileage
allowances or per diem rates currently in force, as well as all
changes and recommendations by the State Ethics Commission shall be
prormulgated before the convening of any session of the Legislature
by filing a certified copy of the proclamation with the
Secretary of State.

(a) Each rule of ethics or change thereof made by the
commission shall take effect on the 15th day of the legislative
session following the proclamation unless disapproved before that

day by resolution of either House of the Législature.
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(b) All rates of compensation, mileage allowances or per diem
rates and all changes and recommendations made by the cormmission
thereof shall‘not take effect until approved section by section by
resolution of both Houses of the Legis}ature.
"All votes on these resolutions or parts thereof shall show
the individual votes in the respective journals of both ilouses.
"(8) The commission shall investigate any alleged violation
of any rule of ethics promulgated by it and report its findingé to
the appropriate State agency, official, legislative body, grand jury
or district attorney.
"(9) Until otherwise provided by the commission, each member
of the Legislature shall receive from the public treasury an annual
salary of Four Thousand, Eight Hundred Dollars ($4,800) per year
and per diem not exceeding Twelve Dollars ($12) per day for the
first 120 days only of each Regular Session and for 30 days of each
Special Session of the Legislature. No Regular Session shall be of
longer duration than 140 days. In zddition to the per diem, the
members of each House shall be entitled to mileage in going to and
returning from the seat of government, which mileage shall not
“|exceed Two Dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) for every
twenty-five (25) miles, the distance to be computed by the nearest
and most direct route of travel, from a table of distances preparad
by the Comptroller to each county seat now or herecafter established;
no member to be entitled to mileage for any extra session that nay
be called within one day after adjournment of the Regular or
Called session.
"(10) The commission is further authorized to recommend to
each Legislature changes which will update, improve, and effect

economy in the legislative process."




S. J. R. No. 15
Sec. 2. The foregoing constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to a vote of the qualified electors of this State at an
election to be held on the 18th day of May, 1971, at which election
the ballots shall be printed to provide for voting for or against
the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to create a
State Ethics Commission empowered to set rules of ethics for
members of the Legislature, State officers and legislative officers,
to investigate violations thereof, and to recommend compensation for
members of the Legislature and the Lieutenant Governor and recommend

improvements and economy in the legislative process."




S. J. R. No. 15

Lieutenant Governor Speaker of the House

I hereby certify that S. J. R. No. 15 was adopted by the
Senate on February 4, 1971, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays 0;
February 5, 1971, Senate concurred in House Amendments by thel

following vote: Yeas 25, HNays 1.

Secretary of the Senate
I hereby certify that S. J. R. No. 15 was adopted by the House
on February 5, 1971, with Amendments, by the following vote:

Yeas 106, Nays 16.

Chief Clerk of the House

I Approved:

2-5- 17/

Date

\:L};ncbat

Governor
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FEB 5 1971
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A JOINT RESOLUTION prop051ng an amendment to Artlcle 111,
Section 24, of the Texas Constitution, to establish a commission
to set rules of ethics for legislators and state officers and
. "employees of the legislature and to prescribe compensation for
- legislators, the Lieutenant . Governor, and the Speaker of the
*;House of Representatives.
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- Ordered not printed.
___EE_E_._%__._ 1S\enate and Constitutional Rules to permit consideration suspended by
[ unammous—msent
- l‘_alyeas, i 1 nays.
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FROM HOUSE

$h0 Ber . ., rerusod to concur in
Bouse ;  _.:ments ond requested
the 2. r3ut of & Gonfaronce

Covaiv.ee 10 adjust the differe=
encew botmesr the $wo Houses,
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The Senate refused to oneur in
House amendments and requested
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